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What about a beer?


The South Africans are having a ball in Rotterdam. Saturday after the matches a group of twenty men and women stayed around the stadium for a nice barbeque. Some meat, beer and bite of bread. They were somewhere in the Brain park, the suburb of smart guys of Rotterdam and happened to run into something interesting. A pub with 600 different types of beers. One of the South Africans challenged the bartender for a bet. ‘If I manage to drink a single glass of every brand of beer you pay. If not I shall pay the bill.’ The South African already put out a pack of Euros. ‘Unfortunately the bartender did not buy it’ says the South African whilst biting in his greasy, almost burnt sausage.





And another beer!


Louis Coster celebrated his 60th birthday on Sunday. A good reason to carry the lad on the shoulders. In Louis’ case that did not happpen. On Monday LC celebrated his birthday by invited the entire crowd in the stadium for a drink. Thanks mate and we wish you many more years to follow!





Hot news


Sunday the first draw was reached (at Australia-Malaysia: 3-3). Besides we had the first penalty stroke: at Spain-India 4-0. 











Q&A with Sandeep Singh


‘After that 1-0 we lost our morale’





Sandeep Singh should lead India to a new world title. The man with the striking penalty corner is the absolute star of the title defenders. Unfortunately he could not prevent his team from losing to Spain by 4-0. 





Spain reached the 1-0 at fast pace. After that we hardly saw anything of India .


‘That is typical India. Once we are leading we can take on the entire world. Once we are behind we lose it which is exactly what happened against Spain. After that 1-0 out of a penalty stroke we lost our morale.’





So India had a very bad day. Could you not just say that Spain was good?


‘I thought Spain played excellent hockey. We good not serve them an answer to their play. In such shape they are an important candidate for the world title.’





And India?


‘I feel we still are the favourite. The defeat against Spain does not change a single thing.  We can still become world champion. The next match is against Korea. We will do our utmost best to win that match.’





You also play for the big India. Is there less pressure over here?


‘These world championship is much alive in India, many people watch our matches. Yet the pressure to perform is lesser with this junior’s team compared with the big India during a Champions Trophy for example. I notice that even though much is expected of me in both teams.’





You are wearing a turban during playing hockey. Can you explain what it means to you?


‘It has to do with my religion. I am Sikh and according to our religion we are not allowed to cur our hair. That’s why I wear a turban. It allows me to keep my hair together.’ (DvdB)








Hot shots with headache


Monday was day of rest. After four tournament days both players and official though it was time for a wild night out and Rotterdam would not be a better place to do so. All went to the famous Spido tour boats on the ‘Nieuwe Maas’ to have a close look at the harbours. The players had to return and ate their meals full of carbohydrates while the officials had a better plan: eating in ‘De Pijp’. The male and femal hotshots could eat their hearts out in the unique hotspot ‘De Pijp’. There are ties everywhere and posters of parties and student fraternities from long ago. The meat is good and the beer is even better. So gents’ referees please do not blow your whistles too hard today.





Stick throwing


The organisation of the tournament has an ultra modern way of keeping the score. Right near to the field all goals and cards with matching back numbers are pun in the computer. Erna Stolk of the press centre went to this score centre immediately after Pakistan-Germany to witness the 0-2 from first hand. In the final minute a furious Pakistani his stick on the field. It bounced back over the boarding and fully hit Erna. Not intentionally but also no excuses. However, we think that would be in place.
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We had a lot of competition last weekend. On Saturday  there was the final soccer World Championship under under 20 in Utrecht, or you could watch  Live 8 lazy on the couch, varying with flashes of the Tour de France. On Sunday the men’s Wimbledon final, the first leg of the Tour de France or just go to the beach. Nevertheless it was nicely packed at the World Cup. Hockey is alive and kicking. 











Netherlands’ Girls B lost the match against Germany with  4-1. Too many small technical mistakes broke up the team. ‘It is like a snowball effect. It reaches a stage where you cannot do anything to correct them’, commented by the national coach after the defeat.  Boys B got beaten by the same numbers. The talents ended the season with a defeat. The only one. In spite of the disappointment coach Bart van Lith looks back at an excellent year ‘I would love to have stayed undefeated and made the record but we deserved to lose.’ Johrus Gommers set a good example during the weekend. The advance guard of Rotterdam signed for all (4) goals. The youth internationals had a good time. Together with Germany and Egypt under 21 they stayed at the Rotterdam youth hostel Stayokay.




















